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The panel explores the historical trajectory and contemporary dynamics of Asia-Latin America
relations, tracing their evolution from mid-twentieth-century anti-colonial solidarity to strategic multi-
alignment in the twenty-first century. The foundational ties between these two macro-regions were
forged during the heights of anti-colonialism, anti-imperialism, and anti-neocolonialism, driven by the
shared vision of leaders from the Bandung-Belgrade-Havana axis. A central focus of the historical
dimension is the pioneering trans-continental diplomacy of Indonesian President Sukarno, who became
the first Asian head of state to visit Latin American nations, including Argentina, Bolivia, Brazil, Cuba,
Ecuador, Mexico, and Uruguay, between 1959 and 1961. This panel examines how Sukarno’s
interactions with regional figures like Fidel Castro, alongside the broader network of Global South
leaders including Nasser, Nehru, Nkrumah, Tito, and Zhou Enlai, institutionalized non-alignment
through platforms like the Non-Aligned Movement and the 1966 Tricontinental Conference in Havana.

Moving into the twenty-first century, the panel shifts focus to how these ideological foundations have
transformed into contemporary political and strategic partnerships. Participants are invited to address
critical geopolitical questions of the modern Global South, particularly the collective pursuit of
democratic global governance and the reform of international institutions like the UN and IMF. The
panel will examine how Asia and Latin America navigate the rising pressures of new cold war
dynamics and great power rivalries, choosing diplomatic autonomy and active non-alignment over
bloc-building. Special attention will be paid to the political coordination within expanding multilateral
platforms like BRICS+ and the G20, where both regions seek to amplify the voice of the Global South.
Finally, the text welcomes contributions on South-South diplomatic cooperation regarding global
security architecture, food and energy sovereignty, climate justice, and the shared political resistance
against unilateral sanctions and neo-colonial practices in the digital and economic spheres.

The panel is open to individual and group paper presentations. Those willing to present their papers are
invited to submit their abstracts until October 31, 2026. Abstracts of approximately 200-300 words
(excluding figures, tables, and references) and basic personal data of the authors are to be submitted
online at: https://forms.gle/2F3dS10rDNQTugUs8
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