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BANDUNG AT 70 DECLARATION 2025 
 

Outcome of the commemorative conference and cultural festival 
of the 70th anniversary of the 1955 Bandung Conference 

 
BANDUNG AT 70:  

Assessments and Perspectives to Build the World New 
 

Bandung-Surabaya-Blitar-Yogyakarta, Indonesia 
28 October-5 November 2025 

 
In the framework of commemoration of the 70th anniversary of the 1955 Bandung 

Asian-African Conference, we The Bandung Spirit Communities of Scholars and 
Activists of Social and Solidarity Movements organized along the year 2024-2025 a 

series of conferences in different countries: India (April 2024), Brazil (October 2024), 
France (March 2025), India, Togo, Burkina Faso (April 2025) and a conference 

summit in Indonesia (October-November 2025). The following is our Statement at 
the end of the conference summit: 

 
 
 
 
 

TABLE OF CONTENTS 
 

WHO WE ARE – p. 2 
 

WHAT WE ADHERE – p. 2 
 

WHAT WE OBSERVE – pp. 3-4 
 

WHAT WE PROPOSE – pp. 4-6 
 



BANDUNG AT 70 DECLARATION 2025 2/6

 
WHO WE ARE 

 
We are scholars and activists of social and solidarity movements from diverse geographical, 
cultural and scientific backgrounds who are present at the commemoration of the 70th 
anniversary of the 1955 Bandung Conference in Bandung, Surabaya, Blitar and Yogyakarta, 
Indonesia, in the spirit of the 1955 Bandung Conference. 
 
In the turbulence of global changes in which the wars in Ukraine and in Palestine are the 
most spectacular manifestations, we decided what to do and defined our duty in the four 
following points: 
 
1. To form united forces of intellectuals, scholars, activists of social and solidarity movements 

for a shared global future based on the Bandung Spirit Ideals of Peace, Independence, 
Equality, Solidarity and Emancipation.  

 
2. To accompany The Rise of Asia and other emerging forces in progressing towards the 

Bandung Dream of Global and Sustainable Prosperity based on Peace, Justice, 
Cooperation, Diversity and Solidarity, so that the Rise of Asia will benefit not only Asia but 
also the rest of the world.  

 
3. Not to let anyone left behind, in line with the Bandung Spirit Ideals of Solidarity, 

translated into the empowerment of the victims of global injustice (including Africa in 
general, certain countries like Cuba and Palestine).  

 
4. To go beyond “No Action Talking Only”, meaning translating our thought into actions. It is 

in this respect that we founded AFRASI (African-Asian and International Studies) Institute 
in Ouagadougou, Burkina Faso, as a training centre for the youth of Africa and of other 
parts of the world in the perspective of the Bandung Spirit Ideals. 

 
 
 
 

WHAT WE ADHERE 
 
We adhere: 
The Bandung Principles (the 10 Bandung Principles of Peaceful Co-existence); 
The Bandung Spirit Ideals (of Peace, Independence, Equality, Solidarity and Emancipation); 
The Bandung Dream (of a Global and Sustainable Prosperity based on Peace, Justice, 
Cooperation, Solidarity and Diversity); 
The Declaration of the Conference of Non-Aligned Nations held in Belgrade in 1961;  
The Declaration of the Tricontinental Conference held in Havana in 1966;  
The Outcomes and the Roadmap of the Bandung+60 Declaration by the Bandung Spirit 
Network Conference held in Jakarta and Bandung in 2015;  
And the 2022 Bali Declaration of Bandung-Belgrade-Havana Conference. 
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WHAT WE OBSERVE: 

 
Since our last Bandung Spirit Community-based BANDUNG-BELGRADE-HAVANA 
COMMEMORATIVE CONFERENCE in Indonesia in 2022, we observed the development of the 
following issues: 
 
 
[1] AFRICA-ASIA RELATIONS AND THE BANDUNG PERSPECTIVE:  
Activities of exchanges between Asian and African nations in political, economic or cultural 
fields have been increasing especially since the beginning of the 21st century. This is true 
especially in terms of people to people exchanges. Their initiatives, however, have not been 
sufficiently supported by the state in terms of institutions and finance. Meanwhile, the 
Bandung spirit and principles have developed into local, national, and international 
movements of Bandung Spirit communities of scholars and social activists in various 
countries. This development has also occurred at the state level, such as the formation of 
ASEAN, BRICS, and SCO. 
 
[2] BRICS PERSPECTIVE:  
Following the end of the Cold War, the role of NAM (Non-Aligned Movement) has been in 
decline. In the last few years, however, BRICS+ has been growing in membership while 
progressively taking the role previously played by NAM. The rise of BRICS+ and SCO has 
been well received by the countries of the Global Majority. While BRICS+ focuses on 
economic field, SCO focuses on security issues.  
 
[3] COLONIALISM AND NEOCOLONIALISM:  
Despite the formal ending of colonialism, it continues to operate between the former 
colonialists and colonised countries via: 1) territorial control of the world in the form of 
numerous military bases around the globe; 2) exploitation of people and natural resources; 
3) imposing certain types of democracy, human right and good governance as a means of 
sanction and coercion; 4) racism and ethnic cleansing such as in Gaza and Ukraine; and 5) 
colonial settlement or replacing local people by people from outside. In the meantime, neo-
colonialism maintains dominance through political and economic control. 
 
[4] DIGITAL DEVELOPMENT AND ARTIFICIAL INTELLIGENCE:  
On the one hand, artificial intelligence has helped humans in improving and accelerating 
knowledge, communication and well-being. On the other hand, it creates new dependency 
on TIC (Technology of Information and Communication) and digital divide between the less-
developed and developed countries. 
 
[5] ECOLOGY, ENERGY AND URBANIZATION ISSUES:  
Ecology, climate change and energy are interrelated issues. The uncontrolled use of fossil-
based energy (oil, gas and coal) has caused immeasurable ecological damage, especially in 
the developing countries. Moreover, many developed countries continue to dominate the 
energy consumption in the world, increasing substantially inequalities. At the same time, 
urbanization continues to grow in such a way that it threatens the sustainability of habitat. A 
revision of territorial development model is needed to mitigate urban migration flows, by 
retaining inhabitants in their territories and original settlements. This may be achieved for 
example by revitalizing the use of technology, proper accessibility, and enhanced services, 
reducing the current gaps with urban areas. 
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[6] HUMAN RIGHTS AND GENDER ISSUES:  
In the major part of the world the lack of awareness on human rights and gender issues 
resulting in discriminations including refusal of parity, continuation of gender inequality and 
violence against women. The multifaceted role of women is often underestimated, especially 
in the time of war such as conflict prevention, resolution, and post conflict recovery, often as 
combatant, survivors, community leaders and peace builders. Research has consistently 
shown that women participation in peace process leads to more durable and sustainable 
peace agreement. Despite their crucial contribution they are excluded from normal peace 
process and decision making at the national and international level. 
 
[7] GEOPOLITICAL ECONOMY:  
Many countries, particularly in the Global Majority, continue to experience consequences of a 
financial system ruled by neoliberal institutions. These countries require a fair and inclusive 
framework of trade – one that will no longer reproduce the structural logic of capitalism, but 
instead fosters equity, sustainability, and genuine economic sovereignty. 
 
[8] GLOBAL THOUGHTS AND GLOBAL GOVERNANCE:  
We observe that the UN does not function as expected by the Global Majority, due to, 
among others, the composition of the permanent members of Security Council that does not 
represent the Global Majority and the location of its headquarters in a country whose political 
position is not impartial. There is a great need for alternative ideas to govern the society and 
to serve the people at the local, national, and transnational level. Nations need to learn from 
each others’ ideas, such as Africa’s Ubuntu, China’s Jiefang, India’s Swaraj, Indonesia’s 
Pancasila, Latin America’s Buen Vivir, that include issues of relations between state and 
religion, decentralized and participatory governance at the basic level in towns and villages, 
e-government, digital divide inside a country, and conflicts between neighbouring countries. 
 
[9] MEDIA:  
The “mainstream” media is largely dominated by the Western oligarchy in forming world 
public opinion in favour of neoliberal ideologies. Thanks to the development of TIC 
(Technology of Information and Communication), “alternative” media has been growing to 
enable the diversity of sources and the multiplicity of perspectives.  
 
[10] PALESTINE:  
Seventy years after Bandung, Palestine is the only issue discussed during the conference 
which has not been resolved. Since the last few years the problem has been aggravated by 
genocide against the Palestinian people by Israel with the complicity of the major powers 
and the mainstream media. The idea of two-state solution has been accepted by the large 
majority of UN State Members including allies of US and Israel, however there is no 
improvement in term its fulfilment.  
 
 
 
 

WHAT WE PROPOSE 
 
While adhering the statements of the 1955 Bandung Conference and its affiliated 
conferences enumerated in the chapter “What we adhere”, we add new proposals regarding 
the current worldwide issues: 
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[1] AFRICA-ASIA RELATIONS AND THE BANDUNG PERSPECTIVE: 
We propose the passing on to future generations the Bandung Spirit of Peace, 
Independence, Equality, Solidarity and Emancipation. Together, we also propose the building 
of a world where cooperation among the peoples of the Global Majority is not merely a 
response to crises, but a permanent path toward a more just and humane international order 
aligned with Bandung Principles. In term of action, we propose the development of AFRASI 
as an embryo of UNEFO (University of New Emerging Forces) based on African-Asian 
solidarity and the establishment of Bandung Spirit Watch of Asian-African Business Practices 
in order to keep the African-Asian relations in track of the Bandung Dream and to prevent 
the reproduction of colonialism or neocolonialism between the two continents. 
 
[2] BRICS PERSPECTIVE: 
We propose terms to explain that the division of global forces is not about the opposition but 
about the “dominant” and the “alternative”, and that the goal of the alternative is not to 
fight against the dominant but to find a way “delinked” from the dominant system. While the 
term “West” remains relevant to represent the “dominant” neoliberal capitalist system, we 
propose the term “Bandung Constellation” to represent a united force of alternative 
recognizing the Bandung Principles as its reference. This force includes the NAM (Non-
Aligned Movement), BRICS+ and SCO. 
 
[3] COLONIALISM AND NEOCOLONIALISM: 
We propose the embracing of cultural and civilizational diversity, faiths, and histories across 
the Global Majority, as a foundation for understanding. We commit seeing in this diversity 
not division but strength for cooperation and peace. We propose the establishment of 
Bandung Spirit Watch on Colonialism and Neocolonialism in order to identify and eradicate 
the practices of both. 
 
[4] DIGITAL DEVELOPMENT AND ARTIFICIAL INTELLIGENCE: 
We propose the reduction of dependency on TIC (Technology of Information and 
Communication) and digital divide between the less-developed countries and the developed 
ones, while encouraging the transfer of technology. 
 
[5] ECOLOGY, ENERGY AND URBANIZATION ISSUES: 
We propose the acceptance of the environmental responsibility and the commitment to 
ecological justice. Similarly we propose a collective action that is fair, science-based, and 
centred on climate justice, ensuring that the burdens do not fall on those least responsible. 
We also propose a greater cooperation and collaboration for sustainable development, 
leaving no one behind. Along with that, we also propose the strengthening of a global 
cooperation in public health, food security, migration (rural-urban, interregional and 
international), and disaster response as shared security priorities ensuring that no nation or 
people are left behind in times of crisis. 
 
[6] HUMAN RIGHTS AND GENDER ISSUES: 
We propose the international community to commit to the respect for and protection of 
human rights, gender/women equality, and the dignity of every person, recognizing that true 
freedom is incomplete without justice for all. We support the multifaceted role of women 
especially in conflict prevention, resolution, and post conflict recovery, as survivors, 
community leaders and peace builders. We need to ensure their participation in peace 
process and decision-making at the national and international level. We confirm 
intergenerational justice and the protection of future generations.  
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[7] GEOPOLITICAL ECONOMY: 
We propose the building an economic order that serves human dignity, not exploitation. We 
also propose the enhancement of economic independence and equitable global participation. 
For this we call for fair trade, debt justice, technology transfer, and an end to economic 
structures that perpetuate dependency and inequality. 
 
[8] GLOBAL THOUGHTS AND GLOBAL GOVERNANCE: 
We call for a UN reform including the composition of permanent members of the Security 
Council to represent the Global Majority and a new home of the UN Headquarters in a 
country whose political position is impartial. The reform must include alternative ideas to 
govern the society and to serve the people at the local, national, and transnational level. For 
this, we propose that nations learn from each others’ ideas, including issues on relations 
between state and religion, decentralized and participatory governance at the basic level in 
towns and villages, e-government, digital divide inside a country, and conflicts between 
neighbouring countries. 
 
[9] MEDIA: 
We propose greater efforts in promoting digital equity and fair access to emerging 
technologies. For this we call for closing the digital divide, expanding access to digital 
technology, artificial intelligence, and preventing monopolies that control the flows of 
information and innovation. and knowledge as a common good of humanity. 
 
[10] PALESTINE: 
We propose the implementation of the idea of two-state solution, which has been accepted 
by the large majority of UN State Members including allies of US and Israel. We continue to 
call for the end of genocide against Palestinian people in Gaza and anywhere else and to 
prohibit the participation of Israeli delegation in any international event as long as the 
Palestinian question remains unsettled. 
 
 
 
 

Yogyakarta, Indonesia, 5 November 2025 


