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The third age of imperialism, which represented for the African continent its partition after 1878, 
was, probably, not the last age of it. In the African and also Global South scholarship and socio-
political literature, the concern about the surviving imperialism, even after the key moments of 
the independence of Asian and African states and the beginnings of decolonization, is still alive.  

There are already several notable reflections from African perspectives, on the links and 
DE-linking between 1) imperialism and capitalism, 2) imperialism and nationalism, 3) the 
colonial imperialism and the imperial colonialism, 4) the imperialism of the ego and leadership 
(Bongmba, 2006:137), 5) the imperialism and the freedom of development paths or methods, 6) 
the imperialism and the ideals of free epistemology, 7) the imperialism and the right of people to 
self-determination, as well as 8) the imperialism and the relation to self-destruction. There is a 
need to re-address all these subjects again, from broader Global South perspectives. This call for 
papers opens to all these subjects, with the hypothesis proposed by the last two associations, 
namely 7) the right to determination and 8) the self-destruction in relation to imperialism.  

The debates over imperialism have gained a more cognitive contemporaneity, highlighted 
by Achille Mbembe, when bringing forth the three major concerns of African global narrative 
inherited from Franz Fanon: “the debate on human genuses (racism), the debate on dividing up the 
world and the conditions of planetary domination (imperialism and the right of peoples to self-
determination), and the debate on the status of machines and the destiny of war (our relation to 
destruction and death)” (Mbembe, Necropolitics, 2019:118) 

The permanence of imperialism in cognitive critical structures, based on historical realities, 
is thus proved by the reformist character of the decolonization. It has no anti-systemic 
revolutionary trait (Ndlovu-Gatsheni, 2020:8), since by reform, the key structures of imperialism 
are maintained and not destructed. On the contrary, they are deconstructed, through critical 
resistance and pragmatist interventions on the international stage. But the main critical resistance 
and pragmatist interventions from Africa, Asia, and the Global South in its whole, on the 
international stage, might be viewed or subsumed to the logic of imperialism.   

The double crisis, epistemic and systemic, that was produced by colonialism and 
imperialism, is now, more than before, doubled by a mismanagement of relations in the 
community. Since the community is at the basis of African, Asian and Global South 
philosophies, such mismanagement enforces perceptions, behaviors, policies and narratives that 
replicate imperialism. There is a need to unpack this double crises again, from broader Global 
South perspectives.   

First, the epistemic and systemic crisis was translated as an inability of the Global North to 
learn or relate with the rest of the world, in other ways but only through an invented white 
supremacy. This would have helped the Global North assure the functionality of power through 
generalized imperialism. Secondly, the epistemic and systemic crises became deeply related to the 



outcomes of the creation from the part of the Global North of a human rights system, rooted in 
northern mindsets and experience. The protection and imposition of such a system, mismanaged 
by its own actors, led to the dissolution of its core mission and the degeneration of the right to 
self-determination of peoples all around. It generated reformed narratives to stress out false and 
biased distinctions. It established hierarchies of ethics, religion, mindsets, applied ideologies and 
even economy models of single states or communities. Thirdly, the continued impossibility of the 
Global North to relate to the rest of the world led to warfare designs against constructed and 
sometimes false enemies. This situation maintained and deepened security, safety and poverty 
concerns in the most vulnerable states from the Global South, while destruction and death 
bounced back to mindsets in the Global North, where from they continue to be re-propagated 
towards the Global South, through systemic imperialism.  

Working on the intrinsic feature of determinism and destruction of imperialism, but also on 
the 8 points referred to above, the intention is to escape from pessimistic visions and bring 
together critical reflections that might embrace, confirm or rule out the three directions proposed 
by Achille Mbembe in reading Fanon, in extended loci of knowledge production coming from the 
Global South. 

Moreover, the panel is welcoming historical perspectives on Asian involvement with 
current African struggles towards Global North Imperialism, and Global South media 
engagements to assess, acknowledge and deconstruct imperialistic approaches in Africa.  

We do consider that a further reading of other African and Asian authors writing on 
imperialism, of the reports on public policies that reflect any relation to imperialistic approaches 
is needed, in order to unpack and address imperialism towards 2030.  

Therefore, we invite researchers, scholars and practitioners from humanities, social science, 
political science, intercultural and global studies, international development and not only, from 
all continents, but researching on African contexts, to share perspectives on (but not limited to): 
- existing African, Asian and Global South conceptual frameworks on the ways imperialism is 
still alive on the African continent; 
- conceptual and empirical research results from African contexts, but Global South perspectives 
on: 

- imperialism and capitalism 
- imperialism and nationalism 
- the colonial imperialism and the imperial colonialism 
- imperialism of the ego and leadership 
- imperialism and the freedom of development paths or methods  
- imperialism and the ideals of free epistemology 
- imperialism and the right of people to self-determination  
- imperialism and the relation to self-destruction  

- essays on the relations and possible contradictions between contemporary imperialism and 
colonialism, as depicted in African narratives, from African and Asian scholars; 
- reflections on the narratives of imperialism and sub-imperialism on the African continent and 
comparative studies with Asia; 
- case studies, critical standpoints regarding the three debates over imperialism as shown above; 
- approaches on the connections and disruptions between the African general narratives on self-
determination and the mirage of validating imperialistic narratives in local contexts, and 
comparative studies with Asia; 
- proposed social, political, economical, cultural and epistemological actions, from Global South 
perspective and experience, for a wider and more sustainable approach, to encounter imperialism 
from its roots; 
 
The panel is open to individual and group paper presentations. Those willing to present their 
papers are invited to submit their abstracts until October 31, 2026. Abstracts of approximately 
200-300 words (excluding figures, tables, and references) and basic personal data of the authors 
are to be submitted online at: https://forms.gle/2F3dS1QrDNQTugUs8  
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